
Early Reading 
workshop



Reading changes everything

Teach a child to read and keep that child reading and we will change everything.

And I mean everything.

- Jeanette Winterson



Who is 
Phonics 
for?



A bit of technical knowledge…

• Phonics = the sounds in our language.

• Phoneme = individual sound ‘sh-o-p’

• English is one of the hardest languages to learn (350 other 
languages combined) 

• There are 26 letters, 44 phonemes in the English language

• During RWI children learn these phonemes starting in 
reception 

• Now it is your turn to practice…



A bit of technical 
knowledge…
• Phonics = the sounds in our language.

• Phoneme = individual sound ‘sh-o-p’

• Sometimes 2 letters together make 1 sound – we call 
these ‘special friends’ – their fancy name is diagraph. 

• Even though there are two letters, together they make 1 
sound, children learn these as sounds within a word and 
learn to spot them as ‘two letters, one sound’

• Now it is your turn to practice…



Who on 
earth is 
Fred?



Sounds + blending = reading 

+



Reading with Fred Talk



‘Special 
Friends’, ‘Fred 
Talk’, read the 
word



What do the sound cards look like?



‘Special Friends’, ‘Fred Talk’, read the 
word



You can have fun with Fred Talk.

• “What a tidy r-oo-m!”

• “Where’s your c-oa-t?” 

•   

• “Time for b-e-d!”



Red Words



What does the books look like?



Teaching letter formation



Children who 
read at home do 
well at school

• Read fluently

• Write confidently 

• Speak articulately

• Children who are read to before 
school will hear a million more 
words, than those who aren’t 
read to at home



• The more that you read, the more things 
you will know. The more that you learn, 
the more places you’ll go! 

Dr. Seuss


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7: Sounds + blending = reading 
	Slide 8: Reading with Fred Talk
	Slide 9: ‘Special Friends’, ‘Fred Talk’, read the word
	Slide 10
	Slide 11: ‘Special Friends’, ‘Fred Talk’, read the word
	Slide 12
	Slide 13: Red Words
	Slide 14
	Slide 15: Teaching letter formation
	Slide 16
	Slide 17

